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• Questions over legal interpretation of
current law and proposed legislation

• Questions over DOR fiscal impacts

• Lack of trust, credibility

• Internal coordination issues

• Legislation to move the fiscal note process
to independent commission

We had a problem!!!We had a problem!!!

Example Legislation I:Example Legislation I:

Interpreting Current LawInterpreting Current Law

• Department decides that it is wrong
in a previous determination of tax
law.

• Corrective legislation introduced.

• What is current law for purposes of
the fiscal note???
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• Firm A will create 1,000 jobs.

• Those jobs will result in 3,000 spin-off
jobs.

• These multiplier jobs will result in new
revenues.

• Why isn’t the revenue impact positive???

Example Legislation II:Example Legislation II:

The The ““Dynamic Fiscal NoteDynamic Fiscal Note””

• Members

• House and Senate Fiscal Committee staff

• Governor’s Budget Office staff

• DOR staff

• Fiscal Note Instruction Manual Revised with Review Group
• Current law, current practice as interpreted by DOR

• Static fiscal notes
• Treatment of tax incentives

• Process for Reviewing “tricky” fiscal notes

Solution: Fiscal Note Review GroupSolution: Fiscal Note Review Group
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• Fiscal Note System
• FN Coordinator creates template and assigns analysts

• Analysts enter fiscal information

• FN Coordinator approves (subject to executive review)

• Bill Information System
• Bills accessible in PDF
• Comments on legal interpretation and policy considerations

• Reports
• Assignments

• Performance Measures

• Price lists

Solution:Solution:
 Enhanced Bill Tracking System Enhanced Bill Tracking System
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Recap:  Before and AfterRecap:  Before and After

PPrroobblleemmss  HHooww  aarree  wwee  vviieewweedd  ttooddaayy??  

Coordination 
• Central coordination 
• Bill Tracking System 
 

Credibility 
• Fiscal Note Review Group 
• Fiscal Note Manual 
 

Result 

• No legislation to remove DOR 
fiscal note function 

• Legislature requests studies--4 in 
FY 2004 

 
 

 


